Appendix to the Article on the Medical Jurisprudence of Insanity.
(Art. V. p. 81.) We are desirous of communicating to our readers in the present Number the answers returned by the fifteen judges to the questions on the " Plea of Insanity," submitted to them by the House of Lords. It will be obvious that several of these questions arose directly out of the trial of M'Naughten for the murder of Mr. Drummond. We have elsewhere expressed our opinion as to the form in which questions should be put to medical witnesses; and that view is in the reply to the fifth question, borne out by the opinions of fourteen judges out of fifteen. It is new decided that facts tending to lead to a strong suspicion of insanity must be proved and admitted before the opinions of medical witnesses can be received.
